being an 'exceptionally innocent personage, as a rule, one wonders what strange and misleading garb was worn by his ancestors. It is even contended by some recent German scholars that Hypatia was so foully murdered by the people of Alexandria because of her repute as a mathematician ; that is to say—for no one now questions that the murder was perpetrated in the interest of the Church— that the features of especial brutality which are recorded seem to have been inspired by the law against mathematicians.
The truth is that mathematics had formed an incongruous  and   somewhat   dangerous   alliance with  astrology,   divination,  and   fortune-telling. Even in the eyes of the law mathematici are taken to be the same people as the ubiquitous astrologers, or genethliaci.    In his Doctrina Christiana^ Augustine attacks  divination, which he calls ' a kind of fornication of the soul,' with remarkable energy, and he renews the attack incessantly in his sermons and writings.    That is how most of us deal with the errors which we { find out.'   Augustine plunged deeply into astrology and divination